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Introduction
This document is intended to provide information regarding the ways we ensure we support all of our pupils,
including those with SEND, in order that they realise their full potential.
Rainhill St Ann’s is supported by the Local Authority and other external agencies to ensure that all pupils,
regardless of their specific needs, make the best possible progress in school. All schools are supported to be
as inclusive as possible, with the needs of pupils with a Special Educational Need/s being met in a mainstream
setting wherever possible, where families want this to happen.
What is the LA local offer?
The Children and Families Act 2014 requires all schools to publish and keep under review information about
services they expect to be available for the children and young people with Special Educational Needs (SEN)
aged 0-25. This is the 'SEN Information report' and will be available on the school website.
The Local Offer
The intention of the local offer is to improve choice and transparency for families within every Local
Authority (LA). It will be an important resource for parents in understanding the range of services and
provision in the local area. Further information about St Helen’s local Offer can be found at
https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/send/
What is the school SEN information report?
This utilises the LA local offer to meet the needs of SEN pupils as determined by school policy and details the
provision that the school is able to provide.
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What do we do at Rainhill St Ann’s to make sure that all children feel welcome, feel included and achieve
their potential?
We take steps to ensure SEND pupils are not treated less favourably than other pupils. Please find further
information within the SEN Policy.
The Head Teacher and the SENCO have overall responsibility for SEND and Inclusion.
Inclusion issues are regularly discussed at Senior Leadership meetings. Provision for children with SEND is
constantly under review and amended where and when necessary.
We monitor the quality of our provision, together with the progress and well-being of children with SEND.
This includes teaching as well as support through our rigorous monitoring cycle and consists of teaching
observations, planning and book looks, pupil interviews and discussions with teachers and support staff.
The progress of children with SEND is carefully monitored through termly pupil progress meetings and halftermly reviews as well as observations by leaders to support staff. The SENCO holds provision meetings, with
all who work with the children, to review and set new individual targets for all pupils with SEN.
We fully involve our School Committee when the SEND policy is reviewed and revised.

What kinds of SEN do we provide for?
At Rainhill St Ann’s, we embrace the fact that every child is different, and, therefore, the educational needs
of every child is different; this is certainly the case for children with Special Educational Needs.
At different times in their school life, a child or young person may have a special educational need. The Code
of Practice 2014 defines SEN as follows:
“A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or a disability which calls for special
education provision to be made for him or her. A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a
learning difficulty if he or she:
a) has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others the same age, or
b) has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a kind generally
provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16s institutions.”
Where pupils’ progress is significantly below age related expectations, despite high quality teaching targeted
at specific areas of difficulty, provision of SEN Support may need to be made.
Children and young people’s SEN are generally thought of in the following four broad areas of need and
support:
•

Communication and Interaction:
We utilise a total communication environment – visual timetables, now and next boards, Structured
Teaching programme etc. Many of our staff are trained in the use of MAKATON, PECs and
Communication Books. In addition, one staff member is currently participating in ASD Enhanced
Training and will become an ASD Champion at the end of the course. We offer a range of
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communication interventions e.g. Talk Boost and work closely with Speech and Language Therapy
service to deliver individual programmes.

•

Cognition and Learning:
We are able to offer a range of intervention work designed to help children achieve their maximum
potential e.g. SAFMED, Write Away Together, Maths Mastery Closing the Gap, IDL.

•

Social, Emotional and Mental Health:
We have a full time Family Support Worker who is supported by two teaching assistants to deliver
interventions. We offer a range of healthy minds interventions, such as Lego therapy, well-being
groups, Socially Talented Children.

•

Sensory and/or Physical Needs:
We have our own Sensory room on site. We work alongside Occupational Therapy to deliver
individual programmes for children.

If you have any concerns regarding your child’s progress or well-being, then please speak to either your
child’s class teacher or Miss Preston (SENCO) to discuss your child further.

Who are the best people to talk to in school about a child’s difficulties with learning/ Special Educational
Needs or disability (SEND)?
Class Teacher
All of our staff are experienced, reflective practitioners who are open to advice and are keen to develop their
practice in order to ensure the best possible provision for all of our children including those with SEND.
Responsible for:
•

•

•
•

The progress of children with SEND and identifying, planning and delivering any additional help a
child may need (this could be targeted work, additional support) and letting the SENCO know as
necessary.
Ensuring that all staff working with a SEND child in school are helped to deliver the planned
work/programme so they can achieve the best possible progress. This may involve the use of
additional adults, outside specialist help and specially planned work and resources.
Ensuring that the school’s SEND Policy is followed in their classroom and for all the pupils they
teach with any SEND.
Making sure that the necessary support is made for any child who attends the school who has
SEND.

The Special Educational Needs Coordinator – SENCO - Miss Preston
The SENCO manages
Responsible for:

the

day

to

day

provision
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for

our

children

with

SEND.

•

•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Coordinating all the support for children with special educational needs or disabilities (SEND) and
developing the school’s SEND Policy to make sure all children get a consistent, high quality
response to meeting their needs in school.
Ensuring that parents and carers are:
o involved in supporting a child’s learning
o kept informed about the support a child is getting
o involved in reviewing how they are doing
Liaising with all the other people who may come into school to help support a child’s learning e.g.
Speech and Language Therapy, Educational Psychology etc.
Updating the school’s SEND register (a system for ensuring all the SEND needs of pupils in this
school are known) and making sure that there are excellent records of a child’s progress and
needs.
Providing professional guidance to teachers and support staff in the school so they can help
children with SEND in the school achieve the best progress possible.
Ensuring adequate records are kept detailing the support that each child is receiving.
Writing SEN Support Plans and Behaviour Support Plans in order for class teachers to share and
review these with parents at least once each term and planning for the next term.
Attending Local Authority SENCO Meetings to keep up to date with any changes in SEN.7.
Making sure that the necessary support is made for any child who attends the school who has
SEND.
Hold annual reviews for children with and EHCP or additional funding in place.
Write SEN Information Report which MUST be published on the setting website and updated
annually.
Advising on the deployment of the school’s delegated budget and other resources to meet pupils
needs effectively.
Liaising with parents of pupils with SEN.
Manage the transition process.
Work with head teachers and School Committee with regards to reasonable adjustments and
access arrangements.
Organising staff training and CPD.

Head teacher – Mrs Rynn
Responsible for:
•
•
•
•

The day to day management of all aspects of the school, this includes the support for children
with SEND.
They will give responsibility to the SENCO and class teachers but are still responsible for ensuring
that your child’s needs are met.
They must make sure that the School Committee is kept up to date about any issues in the school
relating to SEND.
Regularly review staffing structure, ensuring that appropriate provision and adult support is in
place.

SEN Committee Member – Mrs Ella Rose
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The School Committee meet regularly and challenge staff to ensure that the quality of the provision is
constantly being improved. The SENCO reports to the School Committee on the progress of pupils with SEND.
Responsible for:
•

Monitoring the effectiveness of the provision in place for pupils identified with SEND.

How does the school identify children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities?
On starting school we will talk with parents and carers about their children in order to plan effectively to
meet their needs. As parents are the first educators of their child their knowledge is essential. During initial
meetings we discuss any concerns parents/carers may have about their child – for example, if they have a
disability, special need or medical need. This helps us to plan how we will support their child once they start
school.
Where a child has attended a previous setting we use information from that setting to plan the best
programme of support to develop a Transition Plan. We will also contact any specialist services that support
a child.
The progress of all pupils is assessed and monitored regularly so that when a pupil is not making expected
progress, the need for additional support can quickly be identified. School will monitor the progress of all
children receiving additional support to ensure that the provision we have put in place is having impact. This
means that we can support any Special Educational Needs arising.
Any child identified as having a special educational need and/or disability is identified on the SEND register.
We take great care to establish whether progress is affected because a pupil has attendance issues, has
English as an additional language (EAL) or a hearing or visual difficulty.
We also work with specialist services who provide expertise in finding out the type and range of the student’s
needs.

How do we support pupils identified as having a special educational need?
If a pupil is identified as having SEN need, we will provide support that is additional to or different from the
differentiated approaches and learning arrangements normally provided as part of high quality,
individualised teaching intended to overcome the barrier to their learning. This support is set out in the
individual SEN Support Plan, which documents the support that is to be put into place.
When providing support that is “additional to” or “different from” we engage in a four-stage process:
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Assess – this involves taking into consideration all the information from discussions with parents/carers, the
child, the class teacher and assessments.
Plan – this stage identifies the barriers for learning, intended outcomes, and details what additional support
will be provided to help overcome the barriers. Decisions will be recorded on an SEN Support plan and will
form the basis for review meetings.
Do -– providing the support – extra assistance for learning – as set out in the plan.
Review – measuring the impact of support provided, and considered whether changes to that support need
to be made. All of those involved – learner, parents or carers, teacher, SENCO and outside agencies
contribute to this review. This stage then informs the next cycle.

What are the different types of support available for children with SEND at Rainhill St Ann’s (including
those in Looked After Care)?
Class teacher input via excellent targeted classroom teaching also known as Quality First Teaching.
For your child this would mean:
•
•
•
•
•

That the teacher has the highest possible expectations all pupils in their class including those with
SEN.
That all teaching is based on building on what your child already knows, can do and can
understand.
Different ways of teaching are in place so that your child is fully involved in learning in class. This
may involve things like using more practical learning.
Specific strategies (which may be suggested by the SENCO or outside staff) are in place to support
your child to learn.
Class Teachers will carefully track children’s progress and will decide where children have gaps in
their understanding/learning and need extra support to help them make the best possible
progress.

All children in school get this as a part of excellent classroom practice when needed.
Specific group work with in a smaller group of children.
This group, often called Intervention groups by school, may be
•

Run in the classroom or outside.
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•

Run by a teacher or most often a Teaching assistant who has had training to run these groups.

Stage of SEN Code of Practice:
School Support means they have been identified by the class teacher as needing some extra support in
school and will receive interventions.
For a child this may mean:
•
•

He/ She will engage in group sessions with specific targets to help him/her to make more progress.
A Teaching Assistant/Teacher will run these small group sessions using the teacher’s plan or
planned intervention material.

This type of support is available for any child who has specific gaps in their understanding of a subject/area
of learning.
Specialist groups run by outside agencies or to support specialist programmes e.g Speech and Language
therapy OR Occupational therapy groups
AND/OR Individual support for your child of less than 15 hours in school.

SEN Support Outside Agency
which means they have been identified by the class teacher/SENCO as needing some extra specialist
support in school from a professional outside the school. This may be from:
•
•

Local Authority central services such as Inclusion Support, the ASD LASC Team or Behaviour
Improvement Team (BIT)
Outside agencies such as the Speech and Language therapy (SALT) Service, Occupational Health
or Physiotherapy services.

For a child this may mean:
•
•
•

•

•

He / She will have been identified by the class teacher/SENCO as needing more specialist input
instead of or in addition to quality first teaching and intervention groups.
Parents / Carers will be asked to come to a meeting to discuss progress and help plan possible
ways forward.
Parents may be asked to give permission for the school to refer to a specialist professional e.g.
Educational Psychologist. This will help the school and parents/ carers understand a child’s
particular needs better and be able to support them better in school.
The specialist professional will work with a child to understand their needs and make
recommendations, which may include:
o Making changes to the way a child is supported in class e.g. some individual support or
changing some aspects of teaching to support them better
o Support to set better targets which will include their specific expertise
o A group run by school staff under the guidance of the outside professional e.g. a social
skills group
o A group or individual work with outside professional
The school may suggest that your child needs some agPreston individual support in school. They
will tell you how the support will be used and what strategies will be put in place.
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This type of support is available for children with specific barriers to learning that cannot be overcome
through Quality First Teaching and intervention groups.
Specified Individual support - for your child of more than 15 hours in school.
This is usually provided via additional funding an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP).
This means a child will hasve been identified by the class teacher/SENCO as needing a particularly high level
of individual or small group teaching (more than 15 hours a week), which cannot be provided from the
budget available to the school.
Usually your child will also need specialist support in school from a professional outside the school. This may
be from:
•
•

Local Authority central services such as Inclusion Support, the ASD LASC Team or Behaviour
Improvement Team (BIT)
Outside agencies such as the Speech and Language therapy (SALT) Service, Occupational Health
or Physiotherapy services.

For a child this may mean:
•
•

•

•

•

•

The school can request additional funding to support a child within school.
The school or parents / carers can request that the Local Authority carry out a statutory
assessment of your child’s needs. This is a legal process which sets out the amount of support that
will be provided for your child.
After the school have sent in the request to the Local Authority (with various information about a
child) they will decide whether they think a child’s needs (as described in the paperwork
provided), seem complex enough to need a statutory assessment. If this is the case they will ask
you and all professionals involved with a child to write a report outlining a child’s needs. If they
do not think a child needs this, they will ask the school to continue with the support at SEN
Support.
After the reports have all been sent in the Local Authority will decide if a child’s needs are severe,
complex and lifelong and that they need additionally funded support in school to make good
progress. If this is the case they will write an EHC Plan. If this is not the case, they will ask the
school to continue with the support at SEN Support and also set up a meeting in school to ensure
a plan is in place to ensure a child makes as much progress as possible.
The EHC Plan will outline the individual/small group support your child will receive from the LA
and how the support should be used and what strategies must be put in place. It will also have
long and short term goals for your child.
An additional adult may be used to support your child with whole class learning, run individual
programmes or run small groups including your child.

This type of support is available for children whose learning needs are:
•
•

Severe, complex and lifelong
Need more than 15 hours of support in school

We recognise that each child is unique and so, each child will receive different support depending on their
specific needs.
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How will school let me know if they have any concerns about my child’s learning in school?
•

•
•

Annual reports and termly Mentoring Conversations give all parents and carers regular feedback
on their child’s up to date academic levels, reading, writing and maths targets and any
behavioural, emotional or social difficulties.
Pupils views are obtained when appropriate.
End of Year Reviews take place for pupils on SEN register. This review supports transition to new
year groups.

If your child is identified as not making progress the school will set up a meeting to discuss this with parents
/ carers in more detail and to:
•
•
•

listen to any concerns parents / carers may have
plan any additional support a child may receive
discuss any referrals to outside professionals to support a child’s learning

How is extra support allocated to children and how do they move between the different levels?
•
•
•
•

The school budget, includes money for supporting children with SEND.
Top Up Funding and EHCP funding, received from St Helens Local Authority, is allocated to
individual pupils.
The Head Teacher decides on the allocation of the budget for Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities in consultation with the School Committee, on the basis of needs in the school.
The Head Teacher and the SENCO discuss all the information they have about SEND in the school,
including:
o the children getting extra support already
o the children needing extra support
o the children who have been identified as not making as much progress as would be
expected
And decide what resources/training and support is needed.

•

All resources/training and support are reviewed regularly and changes made as needed.

If a pupil meets the criteria for special educational needs or disabilities (SEND), a SEN Support Plan or SEN
Snapshot will be created, detailing the exact support a child will receive. Our whole school and Class
Provision Maps show the range of interventions in place in our school, which are used when we identify a
need for additional support.

How will the teaching be adapted for my child with SEND?
•
•
•

Class Teachers plan lessons according to the specific needs of all groups of children in their class,
and will ensure that every child’s needs are met.
All teachers are provided with information on the needs of individual pupils so that they can plan
the learning to ensure that all pupils are able to make progress.
SEN Support Plans and Intervention records and impact reviews will be used alongside planning
to ensure children with SEND needs are met, where necessary.
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•
•
•
•

Specific resources and strategies will be used to support a child individually and in groups.
Planning and teaching will be adapted on a daily basis if needed to meet a child’s learning needs.
Children will access the National Curriculum at an appropriate developmental level.
SEND pupils will have access to the same curricular opportunities as all other children.

How will we measure the progress of a child with SEN in school?
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

A child’s progress is continually monitored by his/her class teacher.
His/her progress is reviewed formally every term and a sub stage given in Reading, Writing, Maths.
EYFS children are assessed against the Early Learning Goals.
At the end of each key stage (i.e. at the end of year 2 and year 6) all children are required to be
formally assessed using Standard Assessment Tests (SATS). This is something the government
requires all schools to do and are the results that are published nationally.
SEN children receiving additional interventions or support are identified on a Class Provision map
which will be reviewed every term, as an integral part of Pupil Progress Meetings and the plan for
the next term made.
Children with an EHC Plan will have an SEN Support Plan which will be reviewed every term and
the plan for the next term made.
The progress of children with an EHC Plan is formally reviewed yearly, at an Annual Review with
all adults involved with the child’s education.
The SENCO will also check that a child is making good progress within any individual work and in
any group that they take part in.

What support is there for my child’s overall well-being?
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

Children are supported with their social and emotional development throughout the school day,
through the curriculum and extra-curricular activities. Personal, Social and Emotional Education is
integral to our curriculum and is also taught explicitly e.g through Jigsaw.
Family Support Worker that supports the social and emotional needs of our children which have
been identified through the Boxall Profile assessment tool.
Additional well-being support from trained staff is arranged as needed for individual pupils, both
in and out of the classroom and a tailored personal plan may be put in place for pupils with high
needs.
Our behaviour policy which includes guidance on expectations, rewards and sanctions is fully
understood and followed by all staff.
We regularly monitor attendance, support pupils returning to school after absence and take the
necessary actions to prevent prolonged unauthorised absence.
Relevant staff are trained to support medical needs. We have a medical policy in place and
children are supported by care plans where necessary.
Pupils views are sought throughout the school.

What support is in place for parents / carers of child with SEND?
•

•

The class teacher is regularly available to discuss a child’s progress or any concerns parents/carers
may have and to share information about what is working well at home and school so similar
strategies can be used.
The SENCO is available to meet with parents / carers to discuss a child’s progress or any
concerns/worries.
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•
•
•

All information from outside professionals will be discussed with parents / carers with the person
involved directly, or where this is not possible, in a report.
Homework will be adjusted as needed to a child’s individual needs.
A home/school contact book may be used to support communication with parents / carers.

How is Rainhill St Ann’s accessible to children with SEND?
The Local Authority is responsible for the control of admissions to St Ann’s this includes children with SEND
(Special Educational Needs and Disabilities). Children with SEND are admitted to school following St Helen’s
admissions criteria. Please find further info at https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/schools-education/schooladmissions/
We have an accessibility plan in place and where feasible make reasonable adjustments to improve the
accessibility of our environment to meet individual needs. Our policy and practice adheres to the Equality
Act 2010 and the Children and Families Act 2014.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The building is accessible to children with physical disability via ramps. There are two specially
equipped disabled toilets in the school building.
Staff ratios and appropriately trained staff available as required.
We ensure that equipment used is accessible to all children regardless of their needs.
We endeavour to make all activities accessible for all and take steps to ensure children with SEND
are not treated less favourably than other pupils.
After school provision is accessible to all children including those with SEND.
Extra curricular activities are accessible for children with SEND.
Fire evacuation procedures include children with SEND.

How will we support your child when they are leaving this school? OR moving on to another class?
We recognise that transitions can be difficult for a child with SEND and take steps to ensure that any
transition is a smooth as possible.
•

If your child is moving to another school:
o We will contact the school SENCO and ensure he/she knows about any special
arrangements or support that need to be made for your child.
o If necessary we can arrange pre-visits with the child and support staff.
o We will make sure that all records about your child are passed on as soon as possible.

•

When moving classes in school:
o Information will be passed on to the new class teacher IN ADVANCE and in most cases, an
End of Year Review will take place with the new teacher. All SEN Support Plans and EHCP
will be shared with the new teacher.
o If necessary your child will be helped by a transition booklet to support them in
understanding moving on.

•

In Year 6:
o The SENCO will meet to discuss the specific needs of each child with the SENCO of their
secondary school.
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o
o
o

Children will do focused learning about aspects of transition to support their
understanding of the changes ahead.
Where possible your child will visit their new school on several occasions and in some cases
staff from the new school will visit your child in this school.
Where your child has been identified as having Special Educational Needs, details of the
pupil’s needs are passed on to the new school, along with details of the support that has
been in place at our school. Information about any outside agencies involved with your
child will be passed on, together with all SEN paperwork, including documents such as SEN
Support Plans, EHCPs and outside agency reports.

Who can I contact for further information or if I have a complaint about the SEN provision in this school?
Miss Preston – SENCO; by appointment
Mrs Rynn – Head Teacher; by appointment
Chapter 11 of the 0-25 SEND Code of Practice provides details of how parents / carers can challenge decisions
or raise complaints on all such matters. This chapter also includes details of disagreement resolution
arrangements, mediation and appealing to the SEND Tribunal that have been described in this section. You
can also contact the authority’s Information, advice and support service for help and look at your authority’s
Local Offer (see section in this guide, The Local Offer).
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Appendix to SEN Information Report in the light of COVID-19

This is an appendix to the SEND Information Report, setting out the arrangements in place to support our
children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Since the situation in which we find ourselves is fast-moving; this report is based on current information
available and is subject to change.

What are the entitlements of children and young people with SEN during the COVID-19 Pandemic?

For our children with complex needs, a risk assessment has been carried out to ensure their needs are safely
met within in the educational environment.
Not all children with EHC plans will have ‘complex needs’ (and equally some children without EHC plans may
have complex needs); whether or not a risk assessment was necessary has been determined by the school.
All children with an EHCP at Rainhill St Ann’s Primary School have had a risk assessment undertaken.
These risk assessments take into account:
•

•
•
•
•

the potential health risks to the individual from COVID-19, bearing in mind any underlying health
conditions. This will be on an individual basis and with advice from an appropriate health
professional where required
the ability of the individual’s parents or home to ensure their health and care needs can be met
safely, should the child need to self-isolate
the potential impact to the individual’s wellbeing of changes to routine or the way in which
provision is delivered
the availability of appropriately trained staff
the views of parents and children will be considered in determining risk to the children

What are the entitlements of children and young people with SEN when self-isolating, or if school closes,
due to Coronavirus?
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During isolation school will endeavour to provide as a full a curriculum as possible for every child, in line with
children still attending. The range of activities on offer will be as fully in line with a child’s EHC provision as
possible.
All children can access remote learning online: EYFS via Tapestry and Years 1-6 via Teams. For pupils who do
not have access to the internet or technology, school will provide SIM cards and Chrome Books where
appropriate or alternative work e.g. paper based.
Some SEN children who struggle to access their class based work without additional adult support (but don't
have EHCPs) will have access to support (1:1 or small group) from classroom staff via Teams or paper based
work provided by Class Teacher.

All families with children who attend Rainhill St Ann’s Primary School and have an EHC plan will receive a
weekly well-being phone call by a member of staff. This phone call is to check that families can access
appropriate help and advice during the self-isolation period and to ensure that any risks to a child or young
person’s health, well-being or safety if they are unable to receive a particular provision or intervention during
isolation, are addressed.

If a child is isolating at home and requires direct therapy, it is not possible for this to be delivered in the
home setting. It may, however, be possible for:
•
•
•

A speech and language therapist to deliver sessions via video link or phone call
An occupational therapist or a physiotherapist video linking to a child’s home and modelling
exercises that the parents could do with their child
Advisory teachers from Inclusion support to hold a consultation with you via phone call

Please contact school if you have any enquiries about accessing any additional provision for your child or if
you have any general queries about delivering home learning to your SEN child.
Please ring the school on 0151 426 5869 or email the SENCOo, Emma Preston, direct at
rsa.inclusion@three-saints.org.uk

How can I help my child with having to remain at home?
We understand that this is a significant change for many families. Please try to establish a home routine and
give yourself and your children time to adjust to this new routine. Do not place too much pressure on yourself
or your child to complete school work. Maintaining positive mental health and emotional well-being is very
important.

What plans will be made for my child to re-integrate back into school after isolation?
We know that any changes to routine or transitions for many of our children with SEN can be stressful and
needs to be well planned and should not be introduced abruptly. We understand that reintegration back in
to school is going to be made even more challenging following a period of isolation. Furthermore, we know
that children’s reactions to returning to school will vary greatly and some children will need much more
additional support.
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As such, our aim will be to support transition and re-integration by working closely with you as
parents/carers. Please contact school to discuss any additional measures that may need to be put in place.

Review
This addendum to the SEN information report will be reviewed in light of new government guidance, and
significant changes, as and when published.
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