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ST ANN’S CE PRIMARY SCHOOL CELEBRATES A MAGICAL WORLD BOOK DAY 2026

This year’s World Book Day at St Ann’s was a truly memorable celebration of stories, imagination, and
community spirit. The week was filled with exciting activities that inspired a love of reading across all
year groups and created a wonderful buzz throughout the school.

We were thrilled to Michelle Hird, a
former pupil and published author of
the Binx the Jinx series, who visited on
Friday 6th March. Michelle captivated
pupils in Years 1 to 4 with an engaging
assembly where she shared her journey
as an author and illustrator, gave insights
into her creative process, and talked

' about her books. Following the assembly,
Year 2 children enjoyed interactive
illustration workshops with Michelle,
which sparked their creativity and
enthusiasm. Many families took
advantage of the opportunity to
purchase signed copies of Michelle’s
books, with pre-orders ensuring everyone could get their hands on these special editions.




Our ‘Mystery Reader’ event on Thursday 5th March was a huge success, bringing an element of
surprise and delight to every classroom. Parents and carers generously volunteered to read aloud to
the children, sharing beloved picture books, poems, and chapters from novels. The children loved
guessing the identity of their Mystery Reader, and the event fostered a strong sense of community and
excitement around reading. We extend a heartfelt thank you to all the parents who took part and
helped make this event so special.

Throughout the week, the whole school
engaged with the captivating picture book The
Wall in the Middle of the Book by John Agee.
This cleverly designed story, with its themes of
assumptions, fears, inclusion, and empathy,
offered rich opportunities for discussion,
writing, and cross-curricular learning. The
book’s unique format and thought-provoking
narrative inspired children from Reception to
Year 6, providing a shared literary experience
that brought the school community together.

A8 B In addition to these highlights, the children enjoyed a variety
{ AT of reading activities and games, including the popular ‘Guess
E v , i
i the Reader’ challenge, which encouraged them to explore a
- wider range of books beyond our usual reading spine.
- e World Book Day 2026 at St Ann’s has once again

THE WALL demonstrated the power of stories to engage, educate, and
oy L unite us all. Thank you to everyone—staff, parents, and
e children—who contributed to making it such a joyful and

= » inspiring celebration.

ASPIRATIONS DAY

We are excited to host Aspirations Day at St Ann’s which is taking place on Friday 13th March, where
children will have a fantastic opportunity to learn about a variety of careers and future pathways.

Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are invited to dress up as the job they would like to do when
they grow up. This event is a wonderful way to broaden children’s horizons and encourage them to
think about their own aspirations for the future. We can’t wait for an inspiring and engaging week!
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Pe AN ATTENDANCE

SUPERHERO!

Whole school attendance .
Attendance Expectations
year to date 96.06% g el to be
ildren are expected to be in
WhOIe SChOOI target 96% school every day unless they are
Whole SChOOl attendance unwell. All other reasons will be
. unauthorised. If your child is going
Week endlng 27th FEbruarV 9715% to be absent, contact school and let
2026 us know before 9.25am. Children
not in school may receive a phone
. call home or home visit. In line we
Class Wlth beSt weekly 9933% our Attendance Policy, we are
attendance 1S & 1T committed to supporting families in
improving their child’s attendance,

before taking legal action.

#EveryMomentMatters

Number of pupils
with 100% attendance
this week

372

Punctuality

School gates open at 8.40am
School gates close at 8.50am
School starts at 8.55am

Children arriving after 8.50am
will need to use the main
entrance. Children who enter
school via the main entrance will
be registered as late. Regularly
missing the beginning of lessons
has a negative impact on a
child’s progress and wellbeing.




Y2 ANGLICAN CATHEDRAL VISIT

Year 2 are visiting the Anglican Cathedral on
Wednesday and we will be spending the full day
there.

Children will need to be in full school uniform with
a coat, a water bottle and a packed lunch. We will
return to school for 2.15pm.
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Wear Blue
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FRICAY, MARCH 13TH 2026

PLEASE HELP US MAKE A
CIFFERENCE!
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SCAN HERE
FOR T-SHIRTS
AND HOODIES

Every year on March 13", we weor blue to
remember Bobby and to help protect other
children like him, Bobby was just six years old
when his life was tragicolly taken, and the Bobby
Colloran Trust was created to turn his story into
positive change.

Every blue T-shirt worn and every hoodie bought
helps fund road safety education, raise
awareness near schools, and remind drivers to
slow down where children live, walk, and play. If
this message helps even one driver think twice,

slow down, or pay more attention, then it is making

a difference

#wearblueforbobby

From the bottom of our hearts, Thank-you for your

support!

SPRING ASSESSMENT WEEK

Next week, continuing into the following week, we will
be conducting our Spring Assessments. To help your
child perform at their best, please ensure they have an
age-appropriate bedtime, switch off devices at least
one hour before going to sleep, and enjoy plenty of rest
and relaxation throughout the week.

Thank you for your support in helping us create the
best environment for your child’s success.

REMEMBERING BOBBY COLLERAN

On Friday 13th March 2026, we will honour what
would have been Bobby Colleran’s 18th birthday.
Bobby’s legacy continues to inspire and shape
road safety initiatives both locally and nationally.
As a former pupil of Blackmoor Primary, a school
within our Trust, his story resonates deeply with
us all. To mark this significant day, we invite our
Key Stage 2 pupils to wear blue in remembrance
of Bobby and to reaffirm our commitment to
promoting road safety awareness.

Meanwhile, our Early Years and Key Stage 1
children will celebrate Aspirations Day by coming
to school dressed in career-themed fancy dress,
embracing their dreams and ambitions for the
future.



A SPOTLIGHT ON: St Ann’s Reading Offer 3\“" b
{:/\{‘ H
Reading is taught at St Ann’s using a wide variety of high-quality fiction, non-fiction and poetry \h>
texts. Core texts are carefully mapped out across the school to ensure there is progression
between and within year groups. Core texts are used both to develop reading skills and as ‘drivers’ for writing
units. Each class reads at least six complete class novels across the year, studies at least six poems and is
exposed to a range of non-fiction.

Phonics: Decoding and Fluency

All children start the Read Write Inc phonics programme from day 1 in EYFS (Reception). They continue to follow
the RWI programme through Reception and KS1 until they have learnt the phonics code and can read decodable
age appropriate texts fluently. RWI interventions run in LKS2 for children who have not yet mastered the phonics
code. These sessions are in addition to the children’s reading comprehension lessons to ensure children are
developing both their fluency and reading comprehension skills. RWI Fresh Start is used with children in UKS2
who have an identified additional need and still need to develop their knowledge of the phonics code and
develop their fluency. Fresh start texts are matched to children’s sound knowledge but the subject content of
the books is more appropriate for older pupils, which helps to engage and motivate children to read.

Comprehension

Comprehension is taught across the whole school to ensure children are simultaneously learning how to read
and to understand what they read. The development of comprehension skills starts in Reception where children
complete ‘Talk through Stories’ sessions. These are completed verbally and allow children to talk about books
that are read to them by an adult. Using texts beyond the children’s own reading abilities allows them to
develop their comprehension skills and understanding of books more effectively than if just using the RWI
decodable books alone.

In KS1 children begin to access whole class reading comprehension lessons. In Year 1, these sessions include
both verbal and written sessions. As children move to Year 2, all comprehension lessons are recorded. The
number of comprehension sessions taught in KS1 increases as children progress through the key stage.

In KS2 children complete four whole class reading sessions a week. During reading comprehension lessons
children study the class novel, additional fiction extracts or a poem, and a non-fiction extract. Reading
comprehension lessons are designed to not only develop comprehension skills but also to aid the children’s
reading fluency development. This is done using a range of the following reading techniques: Teacher modelling
reading; Echo reading; Peer to peer partnered reading; and Reader’s Theatre.

Home-School Readers

Children who are still developing the phonics code take home the RWI books which match their phonics
knowledge. Each pupil takes home two books: One which has been read in school to allow for re-reading of
texts, in order to develop fluency; one unseen ‘Book Bag Book’ which allows children to apply their phonics
knowledge to an unseen text.

Once children have competed the RWI phonics programme, they are benchmarked using the PM Benchmarking
programme. Books are then sent home which match the children’s benchmark level. Once children have become
fluent and confident readers, they become ‘Free-Readers’ and are able to select books from the class library,
which is stocked with carefully selected age appropriate books. Staff support pupils in the process of selecting
‘free-reader’ books.

All children also take home a ‘Sharing Book’ to share with their families. As a school we

know that reading and being read to is one of the key indicators for future success and we iLL TAKE &
want to promote a love of reading in all our pupils. The ‘Sharing Book’ a child takes home, .f/ ’Y@U
may be beyond a pupil’s reading ability but has the aim of generating a love and interest in VE WHE E
reading amongst our children and to create special reading moments amongst family FRe et
members. These books are designed to be read to children rather than by them.



MENTORING CONVERSATIONS

We are delighted to announce that our Spring Term Mentoring Conversations will take place on
Monday 16th & Tuesday 17th March, from 3:30-6:00pm.

Conversations will once again be held face-to-face at school.

e EYs, Year 1 & Year 2: Sessions will take place in the Studio. Please enter via the Blue Base door.
e Year 3, Year4, Year5 & Year 6: Sessions will take place in the Hall. Please enter via the back hall
door.

If you need to move between the Hall and the Studio, please use the pedestrian walkway at the side of
the school building.

At St Ann’s, we value the active involvement of children in their Mentoring Conversations. We
therefore encourage parents and carers to bring their child along, either by returning to school or
collecting them from Base as needed. Children in Base should be collected from the Blue Base door as
usual.

These conversations offer a valuable opportunity to discuss your child’s progress, achievements, and
wellbeing with their teacher. Appointments can be conveniently booked via the Arbor platform. Sign
up is open and will close at midday on 10th March.

We encourage all families to take part in this important opportunity to share insights, celebrate
successes, and support each child’s continued learning journey.

OWN CLOTHES DAY

To help raise funds for school we will be holding an Own Clothes Day
on Friday 20" March. Donations of £1 in cash will be gratefully
received. Many thanks

PARENT WORKSHOPS

Week commencing 9 March we are holding some workshops for parents/ carers. Please see below for
dates and times. We encourage all parents/ carers to attend so that you are kept up to date with your
children’s education. All workshops start at 5pm, and will last roughly 30 minutes. Please wait by the

gate at the front of school ready to be let in.

Y1 Phonics Screening Check Monday 9 March
Y4 Multiplication Timetable Check Wednesday 11 March
Y6 SATs Tuesday 10 March




ST ANN’S HAS GOT TALENT

Thank you to all the children who auditioned for St Ann’s Has Got Talent we really hope they enjoyed
the experience. All auditionees should have received communication this week on the outcome of their
audition. Arrangements for the show are now well underway. Please can parents/carers of children
who are taking part in the show note the following:

1. If you have not already done so, please complete the link sent out earlier this week requesting

information about your child’s act.

2. Please could you email a photograph of your child in costume so that this can be included in the
programme. Please use email address stannsce@three-saints.org.uk.

3. Tickets can now be purchased by finalists and comperes on Arbor using the “Talent Show Tickets 2026”
option. Tickets will cost £8 per ticket and up to 3 tickets per finalist/compere can be purchased. If you
would like to purchase tickets please make payment by 13™ March. If there are any surplus tickets
available after this date we will advise parents how these can be purchased.

Ai PARENT WORKSHOP

Following our recent workshops about Al and
staying safe online, we have shared a QR code
with families that links directly to the UK Safer
Internet Centre website. This site provides a wide
range of helpful guidance for parents and carers,
including advice on supporting children to use
technology safely, understanding popular apps
and games, setting up parental controls, and
talking to children about online risks such as
misinformation, privacy and cyberbullying. We
encourage families to scan the QR code and
explore the resources available to help continue
these important conversations at home. We
would also like to thank Mr Maguire for leading
these workshops and for sharing such valuable
and insightful information with our school
community.

POSITIVE FEEDBACK

We are delighted to share some wonderful
feedback we recently received about our children
and staff at St Ann’s. While we often hear praise
from visitors, this message truly stood out and we
felt it was important to share with you all:

“On behalf of Rainhill Cricket Club, we would like to
extend our sincere thanks to you and your staff for
welcoming us to your school. | was genuinely
impressed by the enthusiasm, attitude, and overall
approach demonstrated by your pupils. They are a
true credit to your school, and it was a pleasure to
coach them.” Oliver

We are very proud of our children and staff for
representing St Ann’s so positively!


mailto:stannsce@three-saints.org.uk

EASTER BINGO

On Thursday 26th March, we will be holding our much-loved Family
Easter Bingo sessions to raise money for the school fund. This is always
an enjoyable and successful fundraising event, and we are delighted to
be running it again this year.

Due to space restrictions in the hall, the event is ticketed, with tickets
available to purchase via Arbor. Three sessions will take place at
3.30pm, 4.45pm and 6.00pm, each lasting no longer than one hour.
Please order tickets by noon on 18" March after which time orders will
be collated and tickets sent home

Please bring plenty of spare change, as refreshments, a raffle, and additional bingo cards will be available
to purchase. Further details can be found in the separate letter sent home.

FAMILY WORSHIP

FAMILY

i opg |P . Well done 20 for a wonderful Family Worship all about World Book
g Day!

Our next Family Worship will be led by 2M and take place on Friday 13 March at 9am. Please enter the
hall via the back door.
Everyone welcome

YEAR 3/4 ATHLETICS COMPETITION

Pupils from Year 3 and Year 4 recently took part in an exciting athletics competition, where they had
the opportunity to compete in a range of track and field events. The children showed great enthusiasm,
determination and teamwork throughout the sports event, cheering each other on and trying their
very best in every event. They represented the school brilliantly with excellent behaviour and a positive
attitude, making us all very proud. Well done to all who took part!




A Reflection from Miss Mulcahy Our Christian Value this

. . . . half term is...
Reflecting on Deuteronomy 27:19, "Cursed is anyone who withholds justice," JUSTICE

| am reminded deeply of the Christian value of Justice that underpins our

school’s vision. This verse challenges me as a teacher to actively advocate for

fairness and equity within my classroom and beyond. Justice is not just about Curscd s
rules but about ensuring every child, especially the most vulnerable, receives

what they need to flourish. It calls me to be vigilant against any form of bias aﬂyOﬂC w!ﬁo
or neglect that might deny a child their rightful opportunities. In living out

this value, | strive to create an environment where all children are treated WltH"Olds
with dignity, respect, and fairness, reflecting God’s love and commitment to ; )
justice. This scripture inspires me to be a voice for those who cannot speak _Just’CC

for themselves and to embody justice in every decision | make, nurturing a

community where every child can soar high with strength and hope. Deuteronomy 27:19

St Ann’s Church Services

8:30am Sundays: Traditional Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion in Church.
All welcome.
10:30am First Sunday: All Together For Worship — lively, inclusive parish service in
Church.
10:30am Other Sundays:

e 2nd Sunday: Common Worship Communion (lighter service)

e 3rd Sunday: Morning Prayer and Teaching

e 4th Sunday: Formal Eucharist
(All in Church, concurrent with Platform 2)
10:30am Weekly (except 1st Sunday): Platform 2 in Millennium Centre — informal, "
family-focused worship with group activities, crafts, and games. Coffee and
refreshments provided.
Thursdays 9:30am: Midweek Holy Communion in Church, followed by coffee in
the Centre.




SAFEGUARDING ALERT ?

. Keeping
Staff safe online chidren
; . . )
Don’t share any personal information. ey

Only talk to people you know.

Don’t meet up with anyone you have only met online.
Only accept friend requests from people you know.
Always think about what you post.

Use the privacy settings on social media accounts.
Remember not everyone online is who they say they are.
Report inappropriate content immediately.

Never share passwords.

- —
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Only share images with family and friends, make sure you’re comfortable with the image.

GENERAL INFORMATION/REMINDERS

SCHOOL UNIFORM REMINDERS SCHOOL SHOES REMINDER

School Uniform - Shoes

£

(s optional
until 2022

e
4

*Please note, it is not compulsory to wear items of
clothing with the school and Trust logos on.
Children may wear plain navy-blue items of school
uniform.

INDIVIDUAL HEALTH CARE PLANS

If you have notified school that your child has a medical condition that requires an Individual Health
Care Plan please ensure that if there are any changes to their condition a new form is completed.

If your child has a newly diagnosed condition that requires an Individual Health Care Plan please contact
the school office to arrange for a form to be completed.



CONTACT DETAILS, CONSENT & PERMISSIONS

On a regular basis please check your contact details, consent and permissions on Arbor to make sure
they are up to date for your child. Thank you

SCHOOL MEAL MENU

For a copy of the most up to date school meals menu, please check out our website by clicking on the
following link: https://www.rainhillstanns.co.uk/page/?title=School+Dinner+Menu&pid=46

Please note, the menu is subject to change where there is a shortage of supplies.

OFFICE HOURS

We kindly ask for your patience and support during a period of reduced capacity in our school office.
Please note that the office will close at 3:30pm each day until further notice. During this time, responses
to calls and emails may take a little longer than usual, and we appreciate your understanding as we do
our best to assist everyone. Thank you for your continued cooperation and support.

PE KIT EXPECTATIONS e ”

At St Ann’s, children wear their PE kit to school on the days they have PE
lessons. We view the PE kit as an important extension of our school
uniform, and therefore, we expect the same high standards of dress to be
maintained.

All children are required to wear:
e Navy blue t-shirt
e Navy blue hoody
e Navy blue shorts e
e Navy blue jogging bottoms S
e Trainers

These items can be plain or feature the school and Trust logo. Please note that branded sportswear is
not permitted.

Additionally, trainers should only be worn on PE days and are not acceptable as everyday footwear.

If a child arrives without the correct PE kit, the school will provide suitable clothing for them to wear
during the day.

We appreciate your continued cooperation and support in helping us uphold these standards.


https://www.rainhillstanns.co.uk/page/?title=School+Dinner+Menu&pid=46

TOAST

The deadline for toast for this half term has now passed. Please see the flyer attached to this
newsletter for details of the payments required for future half terms.

PURCHASING SCHOOL ITEMS

If you wish to purchase a school item this can now be done through Arbor. If you make a purchase
please email the school office at stannsce@three-saints.org.uk so that arrangements can be made to

issue the item. Current prices are as follows:

School Bag £10.00, Junior Tie £4.00, Elasticated Tie £3.50

TERM DATES 2025-26

Easter Bank Holidays:
Good Friday: 3 April 2026
Easter Monday: 6 April

Bank Holidays during term time:
Monday 4 May 2026

Inset Days:
1 September 2025
2 September 2025
21 November 2025
22 May 2026
20 July 2026

Term Open on Close on
Autumn Wednesday 3 Friday 24 October
Term 2025 September 2025 2025
Monday 3 Friday 19 December
November 2025 2025
Spring Monday 5 January Friday 13 February
Term 2026 2026 2026
Monday 23 Friday 27 March 2026
February 2026
Summer Monday 13 April Thursday 21 May
Term 2026 2026 2026
Monday 1 June Friday 17 July 2026
2026
Courtesy
Care
Concentration

St. Ann’s Church of England Primary School
View Road, Rainhill, Merseyside, L35 OLQ
Tele: 0151 426 5869

Website: http://www.rainhillstanns.co.uk
Email: stannsce@three-saints.org.uk
Instagram: stanns_ttsat

Headteacher: Mrs Laura Rynn

But those who trust in the | ord, theg will find new strength.

Tl‘neg will soar high on wings like eagles’ Isaiah 40:31

Parents’ Suggestion/Comment Slip



http://www.rainhillstanns.co.uk/
mailto:stannsce@three-saints.org.uk

RMS AND H Y DAT 7
Term *Open On: *Close On:
2 September 2026 23 October 2026
Autumn term 2026
4™ November 2026 18" December 2026
5t January 2027 12* February 2027
Spring term 2027
2204 February 2027 25™ March 2027
12™ April 2027 28™ May 2027
mer T
7 June 2027 215 July 2027

Bank Holidays during term time:
May Day: Monday 3 May 2027
Staff Inset Days

1* September 2026

2 November 2026

3 November 2026

20" November 2026

4" January 2027

TOAST

If you would like your child to have Toast every haif term
please see below for the amount due each half termand the
date the amount is required by. Payments should be mode
to your Arbor Toast account. Payments can be made in
adwonce of these dates if you wish and the credit will be
used once the due date arrives.

Date Toast Account to be in
credit by
Midday 17th July 2025
Midday 215t October 2025
Midday 16th December 2025
Midday 10th February 2026
Midday 24th March 2026
Midday 15th May 2026

Total for year £46.25
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FREE ensembles, bands and choirs
for all abilities at St Helens Town Hall

MONDAY

VOCAL YOUTH 6:15-7:30pm

TUESDAY

ROCK BAND 4:30-6pm

WEDNESDAY

BEGINNER ORCHESTRA 4-5pm
INTERMEDIATE ORCHESTRA 4-5PM

ST HELENS YOUTH ORCHESTRA 5:30-/PM

For more info ask your music
service tutor.

To book your place email
musicservice@sthelens.gov.uk

ifn"h AN

Supparted wsing public funding by

St.Helens Council S@l IMD Hob - #“ | ARTS COUNCIL
Music Service u or arasen | | ENGLAND

b Echscsasion




CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
PART OF THE THREE SAINTS ACADEMY TRUST
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help run an
Nt
Come and find out more on
Friday 13 March 2026, 2pim at St Ann(s




Do you want to improve your

wellbeing?

Join our FREE workshops and short courses
to build confidence and enhance wellbeing

Ways to Wellbeing * Photography & Wellbeing ¢ Journalling
Crafts for Wellbeing * Mental Health Awareness

o Boost self-confidence and self-esteem

@ Help build a sense of purpose .

@ Start a new hobby b i3
(¥ Connect with others Wﬂ

L 01744 6764671, 01744 677328, or 07702 959814 & www.sthelens.gov.uk/adultiearning
@ adulflearning@sthelens.gov.uk f StHelensACL

BE MORE

GRADED
GOoD
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Do you want to work with

children or young people?
*FREE workshops and courses!

Support your child’s development or take
your first step into a rewarding childcare career
while gaining a recognised qualification!

@ Understand how young children learn and develop through play
@ Share positive learning experiences with children
& Support teaching and learning in schools

“The tutors have been very informative and approachable:
| have enjoyed the course and have learnt a lot!”

*Fees may apply for Level 2 courses.

L 01744 6764671, 01744 677328, or 07702 959814 & www.sthelens.gov.uk/adultlearning
@ adultlearning@sthelens.gov.uk f StHelensACL

BE MORE S (e
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Community training

Are you volunteering or part of a
local charity or community group?

Join our FREE training programme to build
skills and confidence in your role
@) Emergency First Aid Training
@ Mental Health Awareness
@ Supporting Children & Young People’s Groups:

Planning and Preparing Creative Activities

Creative Ideas on a Budget

Practical Health and Safety for Activities K;k L 0 C A L +

@ Getting Started with Volunteering %=/ Leaders Programme  [Zf%1)

“Taught me how to help someone who might be injured and potentially save lives”

L 01744 676671, 01744 677328, or 07702 959814 @ www.sthelens.gov.uk/advultlearning

@ adultlearning@sthelens.gov.uk f StHelensACL

BE MORE —"{"
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Most
courses
are FREE

Education

+
L 01744 676671, 01744 677328, or 07702 959814

@ adultlearning@sthelens.gov.uk
= www.sthelens.gov.uk/adultlearning

f StHelensACL

BE MORE
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Do you want to improve your

Boost your confidence and your skills with
our FREE friendly, beginner-level courses!

@) iPads, Tablets & Smartphones
@ Laptops for Beginners

@ Internet & Email Made Easy
@ Microsoft Word Essentials
#) Everyday Excel

@ PowerPoint for Beginners

L 01744 676671, 01744 677328, or 07702 959814 & www.sthelens.gov.uk/adultiearning
® adultlearning@sthelens.gov.uk f StHelensACL

K &3 LIVERPOOL METROMAYOR K llEn
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Wednesday
April 18t, 7.30pm
St Ann’s Church
Rainhill L35 ONS

|

Presented by Rainhill Community Choir a musical by Roger
Free Entry Jones based on the
Retiring Collection book of Revelation

Performance authorised by Christian Music Ministries - office@cmm.org.uk



