Newsletter Issue 5: Friday 3 October 2025
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NATIONAL POETRY DAY

This year, National Poetry Day was celebrated across our school with great enthusiasm! Pupils from all
year groups took part in our 5-minute poetry challenges, inspired by this year’s theme of Play. Our
younger children enjoyed exploring delightful poems such as Words that Make Me Smile by Laura
Mucha and The Monster March by Jane Newberry, while our older pupils embraced the challenge of
writing their own poems about different types of

play.
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PARENT FORUM

Our first Parent Forum meeting for Reps will take place on
Thursday 9 October at 2.00pm. We are looking forward to

seeing as many of our reps in attendance as possible &)

EYM | Rachel Roberts-Smith parent/carer of Nell | 3M Vacancy
Justine Kenny parent/carer of Harper
EYP Lisa Bagot parent/carer of Felicity 3S Lisa Bagot parent/carer of Penelope
1T Emily Maguire parent/carer of Faye 4G Stewart Jordan parent/carer of
Harrison
1S Lucy Varley parent/carer of Theo 4H Emily Maguire parent/carer of Hugh
Amy Woods parent/carer of Elsie
2M Ashley Nickson parent/care of Mally 5E Amy Cotterill parent/carer of Zach
20 Nicola Chesworth parent/carer of Lyla 5G | Elizabeth Hogan parent/carer of Jude
Welcome to #TeamStAnn’s. 68 Vacancy
6H Vacancy




Pe AN ATTENDANCE

SUPERHERO!

Whole school attendance 96.83%
year to date
Whole School target 96%
Whole school attendance 95.57%
week ending 26" September
2025
4H -98.67%

Class with best weekly
attendance

#EveryMomentMatters
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Attendance Expectations

Children are expected to be in
school every day unless they are
unwell. All other reasons will be
unauthorised. If your child is going
to be absent, contact school and let
us know before 9.25am. Children
not in school may receive a phone
call home or home visit. In line we
our Attendance Policy, we are
committed to supporting families in
improving their child’s attendance,
before taking legal action.

Number of pupils
with 100% attendance
this week

362

Punctuality

School gates open at 8.40am
School gates close at 8.50am
School starts at 8.55am

Children arriving after 8.50am
will need to use the main
entrance. Children who enter
school via the main entrance will
be registered as late. Regularly
missing the beginning of lessons
has a negative impact on a
child’s progress and wellbeing.




THIS WEEK’S CHARACTER EDUCATION VIDEO LINK AND

ﬁ . TAKE-HOME QUESTIONS (Y1-Y6)
=, ClassDojo

N\ ' Big Ideas We're watching a video series about how students can
develop a growth mindset!

Watch it at: https://ideas.classdojo.com/f/growth-mindset-4/0 and ask your child these questions
tonight.

1. What are neurons and how do we make connections between our neurons?

2. Think of an example where you made some new connections in your brain. What were you
doing?

3. What can you do this week to make some new connections? Set one specific goal.

ALL ABOUT FAMILY, ST HELENS

Please find the link to the Autumn Issue of All About Family
St Helens. Inside, parents will find useful advice on;

New Children’s Book Reviews
NSPCC advice on Sports Safety
Bonfire Night Safety Advice from St John Ambulance
Family Law advice with Brabners
Adult Education
Family Events in the area
Plus more....

Link below:
www.allabout-family.co.uk/st-helens
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YEAR 5 CLONTER OPERA VISIT
On Monday 6 October Year 5 will go on their visit to Clonter Opera, a much loved trip by previous

classes. For further information, lease refer to separate letter. Please also ensure that you have
completed the annual trip consent link that has previously been sent out.

CLONTER


https://ideas.classdojo.com/f/growth-mindset-4/0
http://www.allabout-family.co.uk/st-helens

A SPOTLIGHT ON:
FOOD & NUTRITION AT ST. ANN’S CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

At St. Ann’s, we understand the vital role a healthy, balanced diet plays in a child’s development and learning. Our approach
to food and nutrition is rooted in the following principles, which reflect the national guidance for a healthy diet:
e Plenty of fruit and vegetables

e Plenty of unrefined starchy foods (e.g. wholemeal bread, brown rice) %\ 3 g
e Some meat, fish, eggs, beans, and other non-dairy sources of protein R
b ,A\

e Some milk and dairy products - = o/ {;‘}
e A small amount of food and drink high in fat, sugar and/or salt W y 4 _-’\
- T e
s o
These principles are reflected in the food provided in school each day. R A jz‘f
Y g\

10! School Meals

School meals at St. Ann’s are currently provided by Mellors, who design their menus around the five main food groups
outlined in the Eatwell Plate. Mellors use low-fat cooking methods wherever possible and fully support the Government's
food-based standards and the School Food Plan. They work closely with both regional and national suppliers to improve the
nutritional quality of their products, meeting the target nutrient specifications set by the Food Standards Agency.

‘L Special Diets and Allergies
We recognise that some children require specialist diets or have food allergies. All teaching and kitchen staff are informed
of pupils with dietary requirements or allergies to ensure their safety and wellbeing.

& Packed Lunches
We ask parents to support our Healthy Eating Policy by providing nutritious, balanced packed lunches. Suggested items
include:

e Vegetable sticks (carrot, cucumber, celery)

e  Breadsticks, crackers, rice cakes

e  Fruit and dried fruit

e Cheese, yoghurts, fromage frais

e Sandwiches or wraps with ham, chicken, tuna or salad (preferably using wholemeal or brown bread)

e Sugar-free jelly or a small portion of cereal

As fridge space is unavailable, we advise using insulated lunch bags with freezer blocks to keep food fresh. Lunchboxes are
stored on trolleys during the day.

B Snacks

At break time, only fruit, vegetables or toast are permitted as snacks. Toast can be purchased from school at £1 per week
(please refer to the school newsletter for payment deadlines). If a child brings in a snack that doesn't meet these guidelines,
they will be offered a piece of fruit instead, and the original snack will be returned to parents at the end of the day. Children
in Early Years and Key Stage 1 receive a free piece of fruit and a carton of milk daily.

& Drinks

Children may bring only still, unflavoured water to school each day in a transparent water bottle. Other drinks are not
permitted as they do not align with our healthy schools policy and may contribute to tooth decay. If an alternative drink is
brought in, it will be replaced with water. Water bottles are sent home daily for cleaning and refilling. For health and safety
reasons, bottles are not taken outside during break or lunch. Children are taught appropriate times to drink, such as during
registration, before and after worship, after playtimes, lunchtimes, and other natural transition points throughout the day
(but not during direct teaching time).

& Special Events and Celebrations

While we encourage healthy choices every day, we understand that some occasions call for exceptions. Exceptions to our
food policy apply during special events such as Christmas parties, religious celebrations (e.g. Communion services), and
fundraising activities.



PE KIT EXPECTATIONS

At St Ann’s, children wear their PE kit to school on the
days they have PE lessons. We view the PE kit as an
uniform,
therefore, we expect the same high standards of dress to

important extension of our school
be maintained.
All children are required to wear:

o Navy blue t-shirt

e Navy blue hoody

e Navy blue shorts

e Navy blue jogging bottoms
e Trainers

These items can be plain or feature the school and Trust
logo. Please note that branded sportswear is not

permitted.

Compulsory EYS - Y6 ﬁ
Navy t-shirt

Nawy hoodie.
Choice between
Q zipped or
non-zipped
version

and

Nawy
shorts

Nawy
}25ging pants

White or grey
school socks

gy e
Trainers

Football boots
(optional for KS2)

There should be no branding on PE uniforms.

Please ensure all items are clearly labelled with your child’s name

Additionally, trainers should only be worn on PE days and are not acceptable as everyday footwear.

If a child arrives without the correct PE kit, the school will provide suitable clothing for them to wear

during the day.

We appreciate your continued cooperation and support in helping us uphold these standards.

GOOD LUCK MRS MULLIGAN

| am writing to let you
know that today is Mrs
Mulligan’s last day with
us before commencing
her maternity leave. We
are sure you will join us
in wishing Mrs Mulligan
all the very best as she
prepares for this
exciting new chapter.

We look forward to sharing future updates from
her and hearing all her wonderful news in the
months ahead.

WANTED: TOYS/ GAMES IN GOOD CONDITION

Next time you are having a sort out of the toys and
games in your house, if they are in good condition
with no missing pieces, why not consider donating
them to our Breakfast and After School Club?

We are always looking to refresh the provision we
have for the childen to keep the time chidlren
soend with us fun and interesting.

Simply drop us an email at stannsce@three-
saints.org.uk

Many thanks in advance for all donations!


mailto:stannsce@three-saints.org.uk
mailto:stannsce@three-saints.org.uk

SPELLING SUCCESS ON NATIONAL POETRY DAY!

This Thursday, a group of our talented Year 5 and Year 6 children took part in
an exciting inter-school Spelling Bee hosted by RHS in celebration of National
Poetry Day—and what a fantastic event it was!

The competition was buzzing with energy as students tackled three poetry-
themed rounds:

[ School vs. School, where teams unscrambled jumbled letters to reveal poetic words;

Year vs. Year, a rapid-fire spelling challenge where points increased with each word; and

& The Individual Knockout, where one brave representative from each year group stood centre
stage in a tense and thrilling elimination round!

Our pupils represented the school brilliantly, showing off their spelling skills, teamwork, and
confidence. It was wonderful to see them celebrate language and poetry in such a fun and
competitive setting.

A big thank you to RHS for hosting, and to all the staff who supported and cheered on our students.
We can’t wait for next year’s challenge!

MACMILLAN MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING - THANK YOU!
CANCER SUPPORT

We're delighted to share that, together, we raised an incredible
£843.39 for Macmillan Cancer Support!

A huge thank you to everyone who donated, baked, bought treats, or
joined us at our coffee morning. Your support means so much.

Special thanks to Miss Foster for her fantastic organisation, as well as our Head Boy, Head Girl, House
Captains, and Rights Respecting Parliament members for doing such a brilliant job hosting the event.

And of course, a big well done to our choir, whose singing was simply stunning!




YOUNG CARERS ASSEMBLY

This week, Tanya from Young Carers visited
school to speak with the children about what it
means to be a Young Carer. She helped them
understand that some children take on
responsibilities at home that go beyond what is
typical for their age, such as helping to care for a
family member. Her visit raised awareness and
encouraged children to speak up if they feel they

might be in a similar situation. If you believe your child may be a Young Carer, please speak to Mrs
Crowther. She can help ensure you are signposted to the right support and resources.

SWIMMING

4G will continue their 8 day swimming course

week commencing Tuesday 7 October.

TERM DATES 2026-27

FAMILY WORSHIP

FAMILY .

Our first Family Worship of the academic year will
be led by 6H and take place on Friday 10 October
= at 9am. Please enter the hall via the back door.

,v “

Everyone welcome

Open On Close On

Autumn 2026 Wednesday 2 September 2026 F'rlday 23 October 2026
Wednesday 4 November 2026 Friday 18 December 2026

202 i 12 202

Spring 2027 Tuesday 5 January 2027 Friday 12 February 2027
Monday 22 February 2027 Thursday 25 March 2027

Monday 12 April 2027 Friday 28 May 2027
S 2027

vrmmer Monday 7 June 2027 Wednesday 21 July 2027

Easter Bank Holidays:
Good Friday: 26 March 2027
Easter Monday: 29 March 2027

Monday 3 May 2027

Bank Holidays during term time:

Inset Days:
1 September 2026
2 September 2026
3 November 2026
20 November 2026
4 January 2027




EARLY YEARS & Y6 HEIGHT AND WEIGHT WEAR RED TO SHOW
RACISM THE RED
On Friday 10 October, children with parental CARD

permission will have their height and weight

measured by the school nursing service. On Friday 17 October

children are invited to
wear red to show racism
the red card.

PARENT INSIGHT SESSIONS
Want to find out more about how your child in taught? The come along to our
Parent Insight sessions! This time, the focus is on Reading and Resilience!

Parent

1 parent/ carer is invited to join their child for one demonstration lesson which
is designed to give you an insight into teaching and learning in the subject area.
Dates and times can be seen below.

JUSWIDAJOAU]

Matters
Lessons will take place in the Studio to ensure there is enough space. To enter,

parents/ carers should wait at the front of school by the blue Base door 5 minutes before the start of
the session.

Siblings who do not attend the school are not permitted to attend for health and safety reasons.
Mobile phone should be switched off before you enter the premises.

The session will begin with a brief talk from your child’s class teacher about the session you will take
partin.

Children whose parents/ carers do not attend, will still take part in the lesson.

Class Date Time
EYM Please see separate correspondence sent out regarding Phonics
EYP Information Meeting and Stay and Play sessions

1S Wednesday 15 October 10.15am
1T Wednesday 15 October 11.00am
2M Monday 13 September 1.00pm
20 Friday 17 October 1.00pm
3M Thursday 16 October 1.00pm
3S Tuesday 14 October 1.00pm
4G Monday 13 October 2.15pm
4H Tuesday 14 October 2.15pm
5G Wednesday 15 October 1.15pm
S5E Wednesday 15 October 2.15pm
6B Friday 17 October 2.15pm
6H Thursday 16 October 2.15pm




A Reflection from Miss Foster

The verse ‘Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever’
reminds us of a simple but powerful truth: God’s love is constant and
everlasting. In a world that is always changing, His goodness remains the
same. As Christians, we are called to live with thankful hearts—not only
when life is easy, but even in moments of challenge. The value of
Thankfulness means recognising and appreciating God's presence and
blessings in our lives every day. When we take time to give thanks, we shift
our focus from what we lack to what we have. It helps us grow in faith,
resilience, and joy. Whether it’s through prayer, kind actions, or simply
pausing to reflect, practising thankfulness brings us closer to God and to one
another. Let us remember that gratitude is not just a feeling—it’s a choice
rooted in trust in God’s enduring love.

St Ann’s Church Services

8:30am Sundays: Traditional Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion in Church.
All welcome.
10:30am First Sunday: All Together For Worship — lively, inclusive parish service in
Church.
10:30am Other Sundays:

e 2nd Sunday: Common Worship Communion (lighter service)

e 3rd Sunday: Morning Prayer and Teaching

e 4th Sunday: Formal Eucharist
(All in Church, concurrent with Platform 2)

10:30am Weekly (except 1st Sunday): Platform 2 in Millennium Centre — informal, ™

family-focused worship with group activities, crafts, and games. Coffee and
refreshments provided.

Thursdays 9:30am: Midweek Holy Communion in Church, followed by coffee in
the Centre.

Our Christian Value
this half term is...

THANKFULNESS

(ive thanks to the

Loraf for he /s
gooaf- his love
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1 Chronicles 16:34




GENERAL INFORMATION/REMINDERS

SCHOOL UNIFORM REMINDERS SCHOOL SHOES REMINDER

School Uniform - Shoes

.
> g U
2

or Light blue
gingham dress
(summer)

-

INDIVIDUAL HEALTH CARE PLANS

£

*Please note, it is not compulsory to wear items of
clothing with the school and Trust logos on.
Children may wear plain navy-blue items of school
uniform.

If you have previously notified school that your child has a medical condition, you will have received a
form to complete as part of our annual review process. Your early attention to this matter would be

greatly appreciated and this helps with our efficiency.

If your child has a newly diagnosed condition that requires an Individual Health Care Plan please contact
the school office to arrange for a form to be completed.

CONTACT DETAILS, CONSENT & PERMISSIONS

On a regular basis please check your contact details, consent and permissions on Arbor to make sure
they are up to date for your child. Thank you

MELLOR’S SCHOOL MEAL MENU

For a copy of Mellor’s most up to date school meals menu, please check out our website by clicking on
the following link: https://www.rainhillstanns.co.uk/page/?title=School+Dinner+Menu&pid=46

Please note, the menu is subject to change where there is a shortage of supplies.


https://www.rainhillstanns.co.uk/page/?title=School+Dinner+Menu&pid=46

TOAST

The deadline for toast for this half term has now passed. Please see the flyer attached to this newsletter
for details of the payments required for future half terms.

PURCHASING SCHOOL ITEMS

If you wish to purchase a school item this can now be done through Arbor. If you make a purchase
please email the school office at stannsce@three-saints.org.uk so that arrangements can be made to

issue the item. Current prices are as follows:

School Bag £10.00
Junior Tie £4.00
Elasticated Tie £3.50
Children’s University Passport £5.00

TERM DATES 2025-26

Easter Bank Holidays:
Good Friday: 3 April 2026
Easter Monday: 6 April

Bank Holidays during term time:
Monday 4 May 2026

Inset Days:
1 September 2025
2 September 2025
21 November 2025
22 May 2026
20 July 2026

Term Open on Close on
Autumn Wednesday 3 Friday 24 October
Term 2025 September 2025 2025
Monday 3 Friday 19 December
November 2025 2025
Spring Monday 5 January Friday 13 February
Term 2026 2026 2026
Monday 23 Friday 27 March 2026
February 2026
Summer Monday 13 April Thursday 21 May
Term 2026 2026 2026
Monday 1 June Friday 17 July 2026
2026
Courtesy
Care
Concentration

St. Ann’s Church of England Primary School
View Road, Rainhill, Merseyside, L35 OLQ
Tele: 0151 426 5869

Website: http://www.rainhillstanns.co.uk
Email: stannsce@three-saints.org.uk

X: @RainhillStAnns

Headteacher: Mrs Laura Rynn

But those who trust in the | ord, theg will find new strength.

Tl‘neg will soar high on wings like eagles’ Isaiah 40:31



http://www.rainhillstanns.co.uk/
mailto:stannsce@three-saints.org.uk

Parents’ Suggestion/Comment Slip

TOAST

If you would like your child to have Toast every half ferm
please see below for the amount due each half term and the
date the amount is required by. Payments should be made
to your Arbor Toast account. Payments can be made in
adwance of these dates if you wish and the credit will be
used once the due date arrives.

Amount Due Date Toast Account to be in
credit by

Autumn1 £950 Midday 17th July 2025
Autumn 2 £850 Midday 21st October 2025
Spring 1 £750 Midday_ 16th December 2025
Spring 2 £625 Midday 10th February 2026
Summer 1 £575 Midday 24th March 2026
Summer 2 £875 Midday 15th May 2026

Total for year £46.25




DATES FOR DIARY

Mon — Fri 6th — 10t October 2025 5E Bikeability
Monday 6t October 2025 Year 5 trip to Clonter Opera
Thursday 9th October 2025 Parent Forum for Reps 2.00-3.00pm
Friday 10t October 2025 6H Family Worship 9.00am
Friday 10t October 2025 Y6 & EYFS Height and Weight Screening
Mon-Fri 13th— 17* October 2025 Parent Insight (days & times TBC)
Friday 17t October 2025 Wear Red Day- Show Racism the Red Card
Friday 17t October 2025 6B Family Worship 9-9.30am
Friday 24t October 2025 Dedication Service for EYFS & New Starters to St Ann’s 2.00pm @Church
Friday 24t October 2025 School Closes
Monday 3'Y November 2025 School Opens
) 4th—7 November 2025 N
Tue-Fri & 11t-14™ November 2025 >G Swimming
. Prospective Parents Open Day
th
Friday 7t November 2025 9.30am & 1.30pm
Friday 7t November 2025 5E Family Worship 9.00am
Own Clothes for Children in Need
H th
Friday 14* November 2025 (suggested £2 donation)
Monday 17" November 2025 Flu Immunisations — whole school
_ Inset Day
st
Friday 21t November 2025 School closed
Parent Workshop:
Tuesday 25t November 2025 Understanding Behaviour
Open to all parents/ carers
9.00am @ school
) 25t -28t" November 2025 .
Tue-Fri & 27— 5t December 5E Swimming
Friday 28" November 2025 4G Family Worship 9.00am
Friday 28™ November 2025 Friends Meeting 2.00-3.00pm
Monday 1t December 2025 Breakfast with Santa 8.00am-8.40am
Tuesday 2" December 2025 Breakfast with Santa 8.00am-8.40am
Friday 5th December 2025 Breakfast with Santa 8.00am-8.40am
Friday 5t December 2025 3S Family Worship 9.00am
Mon-Thur 8th-11th December 2025 Mentoring Conversations
(All after school)
Christmas Dinner & Jumper Day
Friday 12th December 2025 (for a suggested donation of £2 for
Save the Children)
KS1 Nativity (1) 9.30am
th
Monday 15% December 2025 KS1 Nativity (2) 2.00pm
KS1 Nativity (3) 9.30am
th
Tuesday 16t December 2025 KS1 Nativity (4) 2.00pm
EY’s Nativity (1) 9.30am
th
Wednesday 17t December 2025 EY’s Nativity (2) 2.00pm
Wednesday 17t December 2025 Y3 Trip to the Shakespeare North Playhouse
Y2 Christmas Party
th
Wednesday 17% December 2025 Children to wear party clothes to school
EY’s & Y1 Christmas Parties
Thursday 18t December 2025 Y3 & Y4 Christmas Parties
Children to wear party clothes to school
Friday 19t December 2025 . Y5 & Y6 Christmas Parties
Children to wear party clothes to school
Friday 19t December 2025 Y3 to lead Christmas Service 2.15pm

@ Church

Friday

19t December 2025

School Closes




Neurodevelopment NHS

Mersey Care

pathway drop ins NHS Foundation Trust

Come along to one of our drop in
sessions in St Helens.

Our team will answer questions you have about

the neurodevelopment pathway process. Tuesdays at Parr

. ] Children's Centre
You don't need to be using our service, you can and Central Link

drop in if you have any questions to ask about this. Family Hub
See details and
We look forward to meeting you. times below

12 August at Parr 23 September at Central Link 25 November at Central
Children’s Centre, 9am Family Hub, 1pm to 4pm. Link Family Hub, 1pm to
to 12 noon. 4pm.

7 October at Parr Children's
Centre, 9am to 12 noon.

26 August at Central 9 December at Parr
Link Family Hub, 1pm Children's Centre, 9am
to 4pm. 21 October at Central Link to 12 noon.

Family Hub, 1pm to 4pm.

9 September at Parr 18 November at Parr 16 December at Central
Children’s Centre, S9am Children’s Centre, 9am to Link Family Hub, 1pm to
to 12 noon. 12 noorn. 4pm.

We work with children and young people with complex
neurodevelopmental difficulties, who need an assessment to gain
a better understanding of their needs.

Sutton Family Hub, Ellamsbridge Road, Sutton, 5t Helens, WAS 3PY

Central Link Family Hub, Westfield Street, (off Peter Street), 5t
Helens, WA10 1QF

If you need more information you can contact us on 01744 415 608
or email: men-tr.sthelensneuropathway@nhs.net




ST ANN’S CHURCH OF
ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

4[] OPEN DAY

W 2025 - 2026

' ‘ 'Pupils love

Join us at St Ann’s Church of England Primary School Open Day to experience
our outstanding leadership, behaviour, and early years provision, where every
child is nurtured to soar high with God’s love.

7th November 2025
9.30am & 1.30pm

CONTACTUS

* 0151426 5869 » stannsce@three-saints.org.uk




